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SIMPLICITY 

The  Keynote  of  Church  Ordinances 

By  President  J.   Reuben  Clark,  Jun. 

This  uddi-L'ss  by  I'l-esident  Clark  was  given  during  the  linal  session  of  tlie  conference 

Sunday  afternoon  in  the  Tabernacle. 


My  brothers  and  sisters,  1  trust  that  the 
few  moments  1  stand  before  you  1 
may  have  an  interest  in  your  faith  and 
prayers,  that  what  I  say  may  be  helpful  at 
least  to  some  of  us. 

The  wide  range  of  subjects  which  have 
been  talked  about  at  this  conference  shows 
the  scope  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
shows  us  how  in  that  Gospel  and  in  the 
Gospel  Plan  the  Lord  has  provided  for  all 
of  our  needs.  There  is  no  phase  of  life  that 
we  have  to  live  that  is  not  fully  covered  by 
the  principles  of  the  Gospel. 

As  has  been  repeatedly  observed  and  I 
myself  have  mentioned,  we  are  beginning 
a  new  era  in  the  history  of  the  Church. 
We  have  had  great  leaders  in  the  past: 
President  Smith,  President  Young,  Presi- 
dent Taylor,  President  Woodruff,  Presi- 
dent Snow,  President  Smith,  Prcside)it 
Grant,  and  now  President  George  Albert 
Smitli:  Each  of  those  brethren  in  tlic 
past  had  the  love,  confidence  and  respect 
of  every  Latter-day  Saint  who  was  living 
as   he   should   live.  Those   only   have 

spohen  ill  who  ivere  not  serving  the  Lord. 
As  in  the  past,  so  it  is  to-day.  May  I 
say,  we  miss  to-day  a)id  through  this  con- 
ference not  only  the  presence,  but  the 
admonitions  of  President  Grant — a  great 


man,  so  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him 
in  the  Church  and  out,  a  man  of  stead- 
fast   principle,    a    man    who   lived   as   he 
preached,   a  man   who  knew   no  guile,   a 
))ntn  wlio  was  honest  and  truthful,  a  man 
respected  and  loved,  to  whom  I  gave  all 
the   loyalty  I  had.        The   world   will  not 
soon  forget  President   Grant. 
Now   we  come   to  President   Smith,    and 
again    I   say   that  to  him  I  give  all  of  the 
loyally,  all  the  respect,  and  I  shall  give  to 
him  all  the  love  that  I  gave  to  President 
(Irani.       Tf  1  did  not  do  so,  I  would  not  be 
worthy  of  the  choice  he  has  made.       May 
God  help  me  to  do  my  duty. 

Brother  Stephen  L.  Richards  yesterday 
said  a  few  words,  along  with  others,  in  con- 
nection with  the  growth  of  this  Church. 
There  has  been  a  marvellous  growth.  You 
will  remember  that  after  the  Saviour  died, 
Paul  tells  us  some  500  assembled  together 
and  He  appeared  before  them.  We  may 
assume,  I  think  that  that  number  was  more 
or  less  the  total  of  the  congregation  He  had 
been  able  to  bring  together. 

A  few  days  after  Pentecost,  Peter, 
preaching  in  the  temple,  talked  to  5,000, 
many  of  whom  seemed  to  be  believers.  But 
the  growth  of  the  Church  from  then  on, 
while    great,    seems   not    ever   to   have    ap- 
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proachod  our  f.;i'owlli  in  tlic  mailer  ol'  iium- 
bcrs.  I  (liiuly  renjcnibcr  having  I'cad 
somewhere  thai  there  were  perliaps  a  hun- 
dred tliousand  ineinber.s  at  the  end  of  the 
first  liundred  }('ars.  We  number  almosl 
a  niini(jn.  'J'hat  one  hundred  thousand,  or 
whatever  number  it  waa,  went  forward,  but 
the  records  .show  that  after  tlie  Apostolic 
age,  after  the  Apostles  died,  people  began 
to  wander  away  from  the  Truth.  Some 
writers  affirm  that  inspiration  ceased. 
Perhaps  that  is  why  they  did  not  grow 
more  rapidly,  and  certainly  we  have  grown 
so  rapidly,  because  inspiration  and  revela- 
tion, of  which  Brother  Widtsoc  spoke,  have 
continued  with  us  during  all  these  years. 

But  even  during  the  time  of  the  Apostles 
there  began  to  be  a  falling  away,  as  it  is 
clear  from  the  Epistles  of  Paul,  of  Peter, 
John,  James,  and  Jude  People  began  t;j 
wander  off,  and  that  wandering  was  in- 
creased in  the  succeeding  centuries,  ac- 
cumulating speed,  it  seems,  as  it  went  on. 
They  began  to  gather  in  to  Church  teach- 
ings, things  to  make  Christianity  a  little 
more  palatable  to  the  philosophers  of  the 
time.  They  brought  in  something  of 
Plato's  doctrines,  something  from  the 
philosophers  of  the  Orient,  they  brought  in 
dualism,  and  they  mixed  up  with  it  a  little 
Christianity  and  in  reaction  they  created 
the  cult  and  the  beliefs  known  as  Mon- 
tanism.  Imperceptibly  they  went  away. 
Why   did  they  go "/  Because   they   were 

trijiny  to  satisfy  the  thoiiglit  and  the 
philosophy  and  the  reasoning  of  men,  in 
order  that  they  might  have  their*  support 
and  probably   their   praise.  Thus   came 

Gnosticism.  Montanism  was  an  attempted 
return  to  the  early  principles  of  the  Gospel. 
Out  of  the  two,  with  other  doctrines  of 
philosophy,  and  thought  which  came  in, 
was  developed  the  Christian  beliefs  and 
practices  that  were  finally  established  with 
headquarters  at  Rome. 

There  is  a  deep  lesson  in  all  of  that  for 
us  to-day.  Already  there  arc  coming  iu 
amongst  us  doctrines  that  have  no  part 
or  place  in  the  pure  doctrines  of  the 
restored  Gospel.  These  heresies  arc  • 
creeping  in  insidiously.  They  came  to 
vs  from  the  philosophies  of  men,  in  no 
small  part  from  the  philosophies  of  the 
Christian  scholars  of  the  day.    They  make 


our  doctrines,  as  lliey  made  the  early 
Christian  beliefs,  more  palatable  to  our 
philosophers,  but  so  surely  as  they 
destroyed  the  Christian  Church  in  the 
early  days,  just  so  surely  will  they 
destroy  us  if  we  do  not  stop  them  where 
they  arc. 

It  IS  easy  to  see,  too,  how  the  early 
Christian  Church  got  away  from  the  sim- 
ple practices  that  the  Lord  established 
and  that  His  Apostles  followed  with. 
1  want  to  say  a  word  particularly  to  you 
brethren  and  sisters  who  come  from  long 
distances,  you  who  are  in  the  outlying  areas 
of  the  Church,  surrounded  as  you  are  by 
the  mass  of  the  people  who  do  not  believe 
as  you  believe;  you  are  subject  to  their  in- 
fluences, their  social  contacts,  their  habits, 
and  their  customs.  You  find  inevitably 
that  they  try  to  lead  you  away,  and  you 
being  human  must  struggle  not  to  be  led. 
Preserve,  I  say  to  you,  brethren  and  sisters, 
the  simplicity  of  our  rites,  few  as  they  are, 
and  our  ceremonies  Do  not  begin  to  in- 
troduce elaborate  dress  and  pageantry  in 
connection  with  the  administration  of  the 
sacrament.  I  would  amaze  you  if  I  should 
tell  you  how  far  it  is  reported  some  have 
gone. 

Please  do  not  say  to  us  "  you  do  not 
understand,  you  are  up  here,  and  we  are 
away  in  these  great  metropolitan  areas,  you 
do  not  know  our  problems."  Well,  some 
of  us  do.  Some  of  us  have  lived  in  great 
meti'opolitan  areas.  There  is  no  area  in 
which,  for  example,  the  sacrament  may  not 
be  simply  administered.  Yours  is  not  a 
peculiar  situation,  unknown. 

Again:  You  do  sometimes  have  long 
distances  to  go  to  reach  your  meetings, 
h^it  so  have  the  people  in  many  rural 
areas  in  this  state,  the  state  to  the 
south,  and  the  state  to  the  north.  They 
get  along,  and  so  can  you.  Do  not  try 
to  get  into  the  position  where  you  can 
get  through  with  all  of  your  worship  in  a 
couple  of  hours  on  Sundaij  morning.  Do 
not  do  that.  The  point  I  hope  you  are 
getting  is :  Do  not  try  to  change  the 
established  order  of  the  Church  to  suit 
ichat  seems  to  you  to  be  a  peculiar  situa- 
tion of  your  own.  You  are  not  dis- 
similar, you  are  the  same,  and  if  you 
(Oontinuod  on  page  45.) 
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FAITH 


By  Elder  S.  Dilworth  Young  of  the  First  Council  of  Seventy 

Address  delivered  Sunday,  January  13,   1046,  over  KSL. 


FAITH  is  a  word  which  has  come  to  have 
a  wide  variety  of  meanings.  It  can 
mean,  according  to  Webster,  tlie  "  inward 
acceptance  of  a  personality  as  real  and 
trustworthy,  as  faith  in  (iod;  of  an  idea 
as  true  and  obligatory,  as  faith  in  our 
friends;  or  .of  a  thing  as  beneficial,  as  faith 
in  the  moral  law — faith  in  medicine." 
However,  in  the  majority  of  the  dictionary 
definitions  the  connotation  of  the  word  im- 
plies belief  in  religious  experience. 

The  first  principle  of  the  gospel,  accord- 
ing to  Joseph  Smith,  the  Prophet,  is  faitli 
in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  This  is  not  faith 
in  the  astronomical  fact  that  day  will  follow 
night,  or  that  the  full  moon  will  come  every 
twenty -eight  days.  It  is  not  faith   in   a 

hundred  phenomena  which  have  been 
obsei'ved  in  the  past.  It  is  faith  in  tJic 
Loi'd  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  something  more 
than  the  belief  that  he  lived  2,000  years 
ago  and  taught  a  great  code  of  ethics,  or 
that  he  died  on  the  cross  and  was  resur- 
rected and  ascended  into  heaven.  This 
first  principle  is  a  dynamic,  abiding  assur- 
ance that  Christ  has  once  more  established 
his  Church  on  the  earth,  that  he  has  re- 
turned from  his  heavenly  home  and  has  not 
only  spoken,  but  revealed  himself  and  his 
eternal  Being  to  human  eyes,  and  that  be- 
cause of  this  revelation  of  himself  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
has  in  its  keeping  the  power  to  administer 
the  ordinances  and  ermnciate  the  principles 
upon  which  we  may  gain  our  glory  and  our 
crown.  We  mean  something  like  that  when 
we  say  the  first  principle  is  faith  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

The  very  beginning  of  this  dispensation 
of  time  is  based  upon  such  conception. 
Implied  in  our  belief  in  Jesus  Christ  is  his 
manner  of  restoring  his  word  and  his 
Church.  You  have  often  been  told  how 
Joseph  Smith  went  into  the  woods  and 
prayed,  and  how  the  Father  and  the  Son 
appeared  and  gave  him  instruction.  I'd 
like  to  talk  about  that  this  evening  and  talk 
about    faith    in    connection    with    it.       For 


certainly  it  was  an  event  in  the  history  of 
mankind  and  requires  faith  in  Jesus  Christ 
— true  faith — to  believe  it.  And  it  requires 
faith  in  the  word  of  Joseph  Smith  that  the 
things  described  actually  transpired. 

The  assurance  of  the  reality  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  our  faith  in  Him,  be- 
comes strong  and  real  when  we  hear  and 
read  the  testimony  of  someone  who  saw 
liim.  Paul  said  that  he  saw  Christ  and 
was  so  overcome  that  he  was  temporarily 
blind.  That  he  saw  the  Saviour,  we 
verily  believe.  And  the  canon  of  scripture 
dealing  with  Pauls  teaching  is  based  on  a 
belief  that  Paul  saw  the  risen  Lord.  Joseph 
Smith  saw  the  Lord  also — and  the  Father 
— not  under  like  circumstances  as  Paul,  but 
the  effects  were  as  real  and  far-reaching  in 
this  day  as  those  of  Paul  in  his  day. 
Faith  a   Vast  Principle. 

Faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  to  my  way  of 
thinking,  is  a  mighty  principle.  It  has 
been  established  by  the  Father  so  that  we 
may  learn  to  come  to  perfect  knowledge  in 
its  assurance.  Pure  faith — perfect  faith — 
is  a  gift  from  God,  given  liberally  to  those 
desiring  the  truth  and  crowning  the  eflforts 
of  those  who  seek  honestly  for  it.  The 
faith  which  came  to  Joseph  Smith  was 
very  much  greater,  deeper,  and  more  mov- 
ing than  the  faith  by  which  we  normally 
accept  spiritual  truth.  To  most  of  those 
of  his  day,  the  confession  of  belief  in  the 
mystical  Christ  and  the  joining  of  a  society 
which  worshipped  the  mystery  of  the  God- 
hood  of  Christ  was  suflficient.  Being  satis- 
fied to  study  and  worship  in  his  name,  they 
didn't  try  to  conceive  of  his  person. 

The  restoration  was  startling,  and 
strange,  and  in  no  pattern  previously  estab- 
lished. Let  me  illustrate  this  startling, 
simple  strangeness,  and  its  peculiarity  too. 

Most  of  us  read  the  Bible,  and  we  get  a 
certain  amount  of  comfort,  help  and 
pleasure  out  of  doing  so.  But  I  doubt  if 
very  many  of  the  admonitions  and  instruc- 
tions that  we  read  ever  move  us  into  action. 
Here   is   a  verse   of   scripture,    the   gist   of 
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wliich  was  written  by  a  prophet  who 
should  have  known  wliat  he  was  talking 
about. 

Wherefore  hilling  aside  all  malice, 
and  all  guile,  and  hypocrisies,  and  en- 
vicfi,  and  all  evil-speakings,  as  new-born 
babes,  desire  the  sincere  milk  of  the 
ivord,  that  ye  may  grow  thereby." 
(1   Peter  2:1-2.) 

Do  you  feel  a  burning  desire  to  lay  aside 
all  malice,  and  guile,  and  hypocrisies,  and 
envies,  and  all  evil  speaking — do  you  feel 
the  ache  in  your  throat  for  the  sincere  milk 
of  the  word  ?  My  guess  is  that  you  do 
not,  that  you  actually  sit  before  the  radio 
(juite  passively.  Peter  said  those  words, 
and  he  should  be  listened  to  carefully, 
should  he  not? 

Let  me  try  again : 

Verily,  verily  I  say  unto  you,  What- 
soever   ye    shall    ask    the    Father    in    my 
name,  he  will  give  it  you."  {John  16:23.) 
You   recognize    that    passage    as    the   re- 
ported words  of  Jesus  Christ,   but  you  do 
not  feel  any  immediate  response,  do  you? 
Does  anyone  doubt  that  the  Saviour  meant 
what  he  said?       But  you  still  do  not  feel 
impressed  by   any   rendition   of  his   words. 
You  may  turn  to  your  Bibles  and  read  those 
words  wnth  your  eyes  and  sound  the  words 
as  you  read  with  your  lips,   but  my  guess 
is  again  that  there  will  be  no  particulal*  feel- 
ing  of   the    immediate   necessity    of   taking 
things  to  the  Lord  in  spite  of  these  words. 
Now  let  me  read  to  you  a  iew  words  of 
James  : 

Pure    religion    and    unde filed    before 

God  and  the  Father  is  this.   To  visit  the 

fatherless  and  widows  in  their  affliction, 

and.  to  keep  himself  unspotted  from   the 

world."  (James  1:27.) 

Now  that  you  know  what  is  pure  religion 

do  you  feel  an  irresistible  desire  to  visit  the 

orphans    and    the    widow    with    sustenance 

and  means,  or  to  keep  imspotted  from  the 

world?       Or  do  you  rather  agree  that  the 

sentiment  is  good  and  let  it  go  at  that? 

James  gave  considerable  good  advice  like 
that,  and  it  is  very  practical  and  sound. 
He  said,  too,  realizing  in  his  own  life  tho 
deep  truth  of  it : 

"  If  any  of  you  lack  wisdom,  let  him 
ask  of  God,  that  givcth  to  all  men 
liberally,  and  xipbraidcth  not,  and  it  shall 


be  given  him."  {James  1:5.) 

He  practically  paraphrased  the  words  of 
Christ  which  I  quoted  to  you  a  few 
moments  ago.  Do  you  feel  a  lack  of  wis- 
dom? Do  you  feel  that  if  you  should  ask 
(iod  for  a  solution  to  your  personal  prob- 
lem, that  you  would  learn  the  answer?  1 
read  these  verses  to  show  that  we  can  hear 
the  purest  instruction  on  how  to  proceed 
in  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  be  left  calm, 
collected,  and  cold. 

Perfect  Faith — .4  Gift  from  God. 

The  perfect  faith  which  is  a  gift  from 
God,  came  to  Joseph  Smith  when  he  really 
wanted  help.  And  there  were  no  reserva- 
tions in  his  heart  or  in  his  mind.  One 
doesn't  ordinarily  have  complex  mental 
reservations  at  fourteen.  Boys  are  objec- 
tive at  that  age.  They  go  straight  to  the 
mark.  Things  are — or  they  are  not.  And 
in  this  simple  way  he  wanted  to  be  clear 
on  the  religious  points  that  he  had  heard 
discussed  by  the  men  who  tried  to  point  to 
him  his  course.  In  his  confusion,  he 
turned  to  the  only  book  available  on  the 
subject,  the  Bible.  Can  you  see  him  in 
your  mind,  a  stripling,  thumbing  through 
the  Book  of  Books  and  reading  here  and 
there  the  words  of  men  who  lived  long  ago? 
I  do  not  know  how  long  he  read  or  how 
much,   but  he  finally  read  James'  words: 

If  any  of  ye  lack  wisdom — "  Now,  the 
description  of  the  one  lacking  wisdom  fitted 
Ir'm  exactly — "  Let  him  ask  of  God  '" — 
why  not — who  else? — "  who  giveth  liberally 
and  upbraideth  not  " — those  words  cer- 
tainly should  dispel  fear. — "  and  it  shall  be 
given  him  " — of  course,  God  will  keep  His 
word— "  But  let  him  ask  in  faith — ."' 
Faith?  "Do  I  have  faith  to  do  that— 
how  does  one  get  faith  " — One  can  almost 
hear  him  say  to  himself — and  then  the 
miracle  of  the  gift  of  perfect  faith  came  to 
him — and  I  believe  it  ivas  a  gift  of  God — 
for  the  words  of  James  burned  themselves 
into  his  soul  and  he  was  galvanized  into 
action.  He  sought  out  a  quiet  retreat  and 
in  perfect  confidence  poured  out  his  soul  to 
his  ]\Iaker. 

What  happened  certainly  was  not  in  the 
form  of  any  previous  pattern,  and  it  was 
not  according  to  the  belief  of  that  day. 
The  enveloping  darkness  of  the  evil  influ- 
ence which  tried  to  destroy  his  petition  if 
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not  his  very  life,  the  brilliance  of  the 
descending  light  vvhicli  saved  him,  the 
heavenly  personages,  one  of  whom  said  in- 
spiring and  glorious  words,  "  This  is  my 
Beloved  Son,  hear  him.  "  Then  faith  be- 
came perfect  knowledge — which  is  faith's 
crowning  achievement. 

But  perfect  knowledge  for  him  still  had 
to  be  faith  to  others.  He  went  home  and 
told  his  mother  very  simply  of  what  he 
had  seen  and  heard.  Have  you  ever 
listened  to  a  fourteen  year  old  boy  tell  of 
his  camping  experiences,  and  detected  in 
his  exhilarated,  disjointed  accounts  the 
imaginings  of  inexperienced  youth,  and 
joked  about  his  exaggerations.  Imagine 
your  fourteen  year  old  son — those  of  you 
who  have  had  a  fourteen  year  old  son — 
coming  into  your  house,  leaning  up  against 
the  mantel  and  saying,  "  I've  seen  and 
heard  the  Father  and  the  Son,  and  they 
spoke  to  me  and  told  me  that  I  should  be 
an  instrument  in  establishing  the  work  of 
Christ  in  these  days."  Would  you  have 
believed  that  story  if  your  son  had  been 
Joseph  Smith".'  The  second  gift  of  perfect 
faith  was  gi\-en  the  mother  of  the  Prophet 
that  day,  for  she  gravely  told  him  that  she 
believed  him — and  she  did  believe  him 
without  question.  His  father  believed 
him  and  his  brothers  and  sisters^ — but  few 
outside  of  his  family  believed.  We  have 
no  record  of  even  those  few. 

Persecution  started  immediately,  and  it 
wasn't  all  physical  abuse.  Any  adolescent 
boy  may  be  easily  tortured  by  ridicule,  slur- 
ring remarks,  sly  winks,  pointed  fingers. 
C'ertainly  he  endured  the  most  intense  kind 
of  mental  torture  fi'om  his  ridiculing  neigh- 
bours. But  his  family  continued  to  believe 
him.  His  history  from  then  on  is  a  series 
of  experiences  in  which  strong  men  and 
weak  men  heard  his  story,  believed  what 
he  said,  asked  the  Lord,  as  had  he,  for 
knowledge  and  received  their  revelation — 
not  the  vision  of  the  risen  Lord,  but  faith 
Tn  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  faith  that  he 
lives  and  that  he  loves  those  who  serve  him. 

Some  people  have  gone  a  long  way  to 
make  that  vision  appear  false.  There  are 
many  people  who  will  tell  you  that  it  was 
an  imaginary  thing  or  a  fit  of  epilepsy,  or  a 
lie  out  of  the  whole  cloth.    They  will  quote 


affidavits  of  folks  who  lived  within  three 
miles  of  the  boy,  Joseph,  and  which  state 
that  Joseph  was  mentally  queer,  or  a  liar, 
or  a  charlatan.  You  may  read  those 
opinions,  and  you  may  read  what  he  said 
abcjut  it,  and  then  you  will  have  to  decide, 
finally,   what  you  think  about  it. 

Wurdx  of  James — for  all. 

Are  you  confused ".'  Are  you  undecided 
whether  or  not  to  believe  it?  Joseph 
Smith  was  confused,  but  he  learned  enough 
faith  to  obey  a  prophet  of  God,  even  though 
the  prophet  wrote  the  statement  1,900 
years  ago.  Each  of  us  who  would  follow 
into  the  kingdom  must  have  a  like  experi- 
ence, for  the  words  of  James  were  not 
written  for  Joseph  Smith  alone,  but  for 
everyone  who  lacks  wisdom  as  to  the  course 
he  should  pursue  in  his  quest  for  eternal 
life,  and  who  yearns  for  truth  in  simple 
sincerity. 

It  is  not  intended  that  your  acceptance 
of  the  kingdom  of  God  be  an  easy,  smooth 
thing  into  which  you  comfortably  fall ;  you 
must  go  through  your  forest  of  doubt,  fear 
of  consequence,  scorn  of  friends,  jeers  of 
neighbours,  sneers  of  enemies. 

Study  it  out  in  your  mind,  yearn  to  know 
the  right,  the  truth — that  is,  if  you  want 
truth.  After  you  have  studied  it  out  in 
your  mind,  go  into  your  grove  of  trees,  into 
your  mountain,  or  the  privacy  of  your 
room,  and  ask  God  your  Eternal  Father,  if 
he  did  manifest  himself  and  his  Beloved 
Son  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  and 
"through  him  establish  his  Church  in  these 
last  days.  If  you  will  ask  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ,  nothing  wavering,  asking 
in  faith — the  truth  of  this  will  be  given 
you  by  God's  Holy  Messenger  and  Christ's 
Witness,  the  Holy  Ghost. 

The  greatest  gift  which  comes  to  you  and 
to  me  in  this  day  is  not  so  much  the  vision 
of  Joseph  Smith,  as  the  gift  of  faith  which 
gives  revelation  to  each  person  and  testi- 
fies to  his  soul  the  truth  of  the  vision,  and 
of  all  ti-uth  wherever  it  be  found.  With 
this  guide  no  person  need  go  astray — with- 
out it  we  walk  in  darkness. 

I  testify  of  my  knowledge  of  the  truth  of 

these  things  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Church  Section,  Deseret  News. 
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POLL  PARROTS  OR  THINKERS? 

By  Marvin  O.  Ashton  of  the  Presiding  Bishopric 


I  MAKE)  no  apology  whatever  in  repeut- 
'  ing  again  the  observation  of  a  young 
man  of  our  Church  some  mouths  ago. 
When  called  on  to  give  a  talk  in  a  ward 
sacrament  meeting,  he  relaxed  and  told  the 
congregation  the  innermost  workings  of  his 
mind.  Said  he,  "  When  one  of  our  family 
is  to  give  a  talk.  Pa  writes  it;  Ma  corrects 
it ;  and  my  brother  Bill  runs  it  oft'  on  the 
typewriter.  To-night  I'm  going  to  say  just 
what  I  feel." 

I  have  a  copy  of  that  talk,  and  it  is  an 
inspiration.  It  takes  hold  of  you  and  does 
something  to  you.       It  stirs  you. 

With  all  the  good  intention  in  the  world, 
that  father  and  mother  were  on  the  road  to 
make  of  that  boy  and  others  in  the  family 
poll  parrots,  machines  repeating  someone 
else  had  thought  out.  Your  arm  is  made 
to  do  things  by  using  it.  Strap  it  down 
for  only  twenty-hour  hours  without  giving 
it  a  chance  to  operate  and  see  what 
happens.  The  mind  working  through  the 
brain  acts  accordingly.  Think  to-day,  and 
you  think  more  easily  to-morrow.  Do  you 
parents  want  to  make  of  your  boy  an  indivi- 
dual or  an  echo — a  generator  of  thought  or 
a  phonograph  ?  I  repeat,  do  you  want  him 
to  function  as  a  child  of  God,  an  individual 
all  of  himself,  standing  on  his  own  feet,  or 
a  weather  vane  whose  destiny  is  shaped  by 
the  action  of  the  wind? 

I  am  expressing  myself  rather  eiuphati- 
cally  because  of  what  I  see  in  going  from 
stake  to  stake.  Time  and  time  again  in 
going  to  a  stake  conference  I  have  seen 
everyone  on  the  programme  reading  his 
talk.  Sometimes,  I  must  confess,  when 
those  talks  have  been  read  they  have  been 
of  the  boy's  own  composition,  but  invari- 
ably he  is  functioning  as  a  parrot  glibly  un- 
reeling a  line  of  somebody  else's  language — 
yes,  using  words  that  pretty  nearly  strangle 
his  anatomy.  This  tendency  is  really 
alarming.  Of  course,   when  he  reads   it 

well,  it  goes  over  smootlily ;  but  in  follow- 
ing a  programme  of  this  kind,  what  are  we 
doing  to  the  boy?  I  would  rather  my  boy 
hesitated  and  flickered  and   sputtered   and 


blasted  hife  innermost  workings  for  the  right 
words  rather  than  to  make  of  him  a  talking 
machine.  It  will  be  hard  at  first  to  make 
his  talk  his  own,  but  it  will  develop  will 
power,  self-expression,  and  in  the  long  run, 
self-reliance.  lieversing  the  operation,  let 
him  lean  on  someone  else's  thought  the  first 
time,  and  he'll  lean  again,  and,  yes,  he'll 
keep  leaning.  One  of  the  most  sacred 
things  about  any  of  us  is  our  thinking 
things  through  and  standing  on  our  own 
feet. 

Probably  the  Church  has  not  developed 
many  greater  thinkers  than  B.  H.  Poberts. 
Our  Church  bookshelves  are  spotted  with 
his  books — textbooks  and  histories.  His 
discourses  are  masterpieces.  It  is  said 
that  when  he  made  his  maiden  speech  in 
school,  the  attempt  was  such  an  effort  that 
his  listeners  laughed  him  down.  But  he 
wasn't  licked — that  arm  came  up;  and 
pointing  to  those  schoolmates,  he  accepted 
their  challenge.  He  thundered  back. 
Some  day  you'll  listen  to  me."  And 
they  did. 

The  story  of  Demosthenes  of  Greece  is 
an  inspiration.  Yes,  his  first  attempts  as 
an  orator  were  crude  and  very  ineffective — 
yes,  they  were  failures.  His  failures  were 
his  challenges.  Several  things  bothered  him 
when  he  arose  to  express  himself  before 
his  fellows:  First,  the  crowds  before  him 
m;ide  him  self-conscious — they  bewildered 
him;  second,  he  stood  before  his  audience 
awkwardly ;  in  particular,  one  shoulder  was 
much  higher  than  the  other;  third,  he  had 
an  impediment  in  his  speech ;  fourth,  he 
knew  if  he  was  to  be  an  orator  he  must 
study  hard  and  long;  and  he  realized,  too, 
that  he  liked  to  go  out  at  night — he  was 
decidedly  a  social  being,  but  self-denial 
must  step  in  here  or  he  would  be  a  failure. 
Well,  what  did  he  do  to  overcome  these 
obstacles?  To  overcome  his  first  trouble, 
he  went  out  and  rehearsed  his  sermons  tc 
the  ocean  waves  as  they  roared  over  the 
rocks.  His  second  trouble — he  gave  his 
orations  in  a  shed  standing  below  two  sus- 
pended    swords     hanging    one     over    each 
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shoulder.  Jf  one  shoulder  went   a  little 

higher  than  it  should,  the  sharp  point  ot 
the  sword  was  a  gentle  reminder.  To  over- 
come his  speech  iinpediment  he  put  i)ebbles 
in  his  mouth — he  said  to  himself:  "If  1 
can  give  my  speech  with  pebbles  in  my 
mouth,  I  certainly  can  talk  with  ease  when 
the  pebbles  are  out."  Now  to  top  off  his 
self-education,  so  that  he  wcnildn't  go  out 
at  night,  he  shaved  just  half  of  his  beard. 
(Of  course,  that  would  keep  any  man  home 
at  night.) 

But  when  this  fellow  J)emosthenes  was 
through  with  himself,  all  (Ireece  listened 
to  him.  When  some  other  men  orated, 
people  said  they  were  remarkable.  When 
])enK)sthenes  s])oke,  he  put  such  fire  into 
their  souls  that  they  went  out  and  sub- 
dued their  enemies.  When  J)emostlienes 
spoke,  all  (Ireece  arose.  Probably  thr 
world  has  not  produced  a  greater  orator 
than  this  fellow,  and  yet  I  remind  you  again 
of  what  an  unpretentious  start  he  made. 

We  are  encouraging  the  reading  of  too 
many  speeches  among  young  people.  Yes, 
I'll  agree  with  you  that  you  are  putting  out 
a  more  nearly  perfect  specimen  of  English 
composition  when  they  are  r(!ad,  but  what 
if  every  "  i  "  is  dotted,  so  to  speak,  and 
every  "  t  "  is  crossed,  what,  about  it'.' 
What  is  a  talk  for?  It  is  to  stir  us,  not  to 
show  how  well  one  can  put  things  together. 
Someone  has  said  that  the  English  language 
should  be  used  to  express  thought,  but 
often  it  is  used  instead  of  thought. 

I  want  to  make  myself  clear:  Our  con- 
ventions and  meetings  of  like  nature  are 
programmed  with  too  many  wi-itten  talks. 
Very  often  if  the  audience  didn't  have 
manners  and  were  not  as  thoughtful  as  they 
should  be  for  the  fellow  reading  the  manu- 
script, they  would  groan  in  unison  when 
they  see  him  unroll  his  frozen  discourse.  1 
repeat  again,  what  is  a  talk  for?  It  is  to 
stimulate  !  Written  talks  as  a  rule  do  not 
stimulate — we  tolerate  them.  If  we  who 
listen  would  be  more  kind  and  less  critical, 
people,  who  are  put  on  the  programme  to 
guide  our  thoughts,  would  feel  more  at  ease 
and  would  give  us  more  to  think  about. 
When  the  speaker  is  before  us,  we  want  to 
see  his  eyes  sparkle  and  his  countenance 
send  a  message  along  with  what  he  says. 
I  repeat  again,  the  test  for  a  talk  is  not  in 
how  does  it  looh  in  print,   but  what  does 


it  (h  to  us? 

Let's  teach  our  children  to  talk  to  us, 
not  at  us.  When  they  appear  before  us, 
let's  encourage  them  to  be  themselves,  and, 
of  course,  their  better  selves.  Let  us  en- 
courage them  to  read  much,  converse 
much,  study  all  angles  of  vvliat  they  are 
going  to  present,  seek  in  every  way  to  get 
the  best  thought — yes,  and  if  necessary, 
make  notes  to  guide  consistently  and 
thoroughly  what  they're  going  to  say.  We 
want  to  be  stirred  by  the  spirit. 

(lood  sense  dictates  that  there  are  oc- 
casions when  a  talk  should  be  given  word 
for  word.  This  is  especially  the  case  in 
most  talks  over  the  radio.  Many  official 
instructions  from  the  leaders  of  our  Church 
and  nation  must  be  constructed  carefully 
and  given  verbatim.  In  these  observations 
1  am  keeping  these  occasions  in  mind,  hut 
I  am  emphatic  in  saying  we  are  overdoing 
it.  We  are  frightening  people  to  death  in 
our  expecting  perfection — we  are  driving 
too  many  to  lead  talks  because  we  are  not 
more  kind.  •'.  .  .  The  letter  killeth,  but 
the  spii'it  giveth  life."  Let  us  have  more 
life. 

1  shall  never  forget  a  twelve-year-old 
deacon  giving  a  talk  some  time  ago  in  a 
stake  conference.  He  started  off  at  a  good 
clip,  but  halfway  through  he  stopped.  Ho 
was  like  the  fellow  who  was  stuck  with 
nothing  to  unload.  Well,  it  sounded  as  if 
Pa  wrote  it;  Ma  corrected  it:  and  Bill  ran 
it  off  on  the  typewriter.  Some  of  those 
wordjs  were  just  too  big  for  his  tongue.  He 
hesitated — he  turned  red — the  poor  little 
fellow  was  embarrassed  to  death.  I  sat 
immediately  behind  him — I  could  touch 
him.  Seeing  his  predicament,  I  finally 
pulled    his    sleeve,     and    I    said    to    him. 

Young  man,  wouldn't  you  like  to  tell  us 
right  from  the  shoulder  what  is  in  your 
heart?""  He  straightened  up,  put  his 
chin  to  the  sun;  fear  left  him.  Then  words 
came  to  him  like  fresh  water  from  a  spring. 
Not  every  man  there  had  his  handkerchief 
out,  but  that  boy  that  morning  "  melted  " 
the  priesthood  of  that  stake. 

May  heaven's  blessings  ever  be  with  the 
boy  or  girl  who  makes  such  liumble 
beginnings. 

Let  us  not  raise  pari-ots — let  us,  with  the 
inspiration  from  our  Heavenly  Father, 
develop  devout  thinkers. 

— From   The  Improvement  Era. 
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DISTRICT    HIGHLIGHTS 


Transvaal  Din  hid. 

Norman  G.  Muir,  i'rcsidcui,  ilU,  Kitciiencr 
Avenue,   Bez  Vulley,   Johannesburg. 
Please  nofe  the  above  new  address  of  our 
District  Tresident. 

North- Wcsterii  Branch . 

William  H.  lirummer,  i'resident,  37,  Albert 
Koad,   Newlands,  Johannesburg. 

Visitors  to  the  branch  during  the  month 
included  Elder  Edwin  J.  Jakins,  Brother 
Volschenk,  and  Brother  1.  C.  Louvv  of  the 
District  Presidency.  They  had  a  message 
for  us  that  we  all  greatly  enjoyed. 
Krugcrsdorp  BrancJi . 
David  Banfield,  President,  28,  Sterkfontein 

Road,  District  Townshij:),  Krugersdorp. 

After  a  long  period  of  twelve  hour  shifts, 
seven  days  a  week,  our  Branch  President 
has  planned  a  holiday  to  the  South  Coast. 
Our  best  wishes  for  a  much  needed 'rest  and 
holiday.  Our  District  President  paid  us  a 
visit  during  the  month  and  we  enjoyed  his 
message. 

liamaJi  Branch.  , 

Frank  Donly,   President,  887,  Highland 

Koad,  Kensington,  Johannesbuz'g. 
A  very  interesting  programme  was  given 
by  the  Relief  Society  in  commemoration  of 
the  one  hundred  fourth  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  the  Relief  Society,  March  17, 
1842.  The  beautiful  pageant  "  The  Well 
of  Living  Water  "  and  two  fine  talks  were 
given.  The  programme  was  under  the 
d'rection  of  the  new  President,  Sister  Jean 
Wright.  Costumes  were  prepared  by  Sister 
Kitty  Smith  and  the  pageant  by  Sister  A. 
Nino\v.  All  the  organizations  are  plan- 
ning more  activity.  Additional  new  officers 
will  be  announced  soon.  Evan  Wright  has 
been  a  visitor  to  Cape  Town,  Sister  Hilda 
Kelly  to  Jagersfontein  and  Brother  and 
Sister  Lawrence  Kelly  are  vacationing  in 
])urban.  We  are  very  pleased  to  welcome 
from  Up  North  Brother  Edgar  Socman 
and  Cyril  Brebner. 

IJahnna  Branch. 

Ariel  T.  Smith,  President,  61,  Victoria 
Road,    Rosettenville,    Johannesburg. 

The  visit  of  Brother  William  H.  Bruin- 
mer  and  family,  and  his  spiritual  advice 
and  admonition  was  much  enjoyed  during 
the  month.       Our  counsellor  in  the  Branch 


Presidency,  Brother  Deryck  Vice,  returned 
from  an  enjoyable  holiday  in  East  London. 
His  sister,  Vivieniio  Jakins,  accomi)anied 
liim.  Brother  Douglas  Charsley  is  making 
steady  progress  in  his  recovery  from  the 
recent  ilhicss  that  has  been  causing  much 
distress. 

Spring n  Branch. 

Reaford  Putter,   President,   ()7,   Sth   Street, 
Springs. 

Brother  and  Sister  Johan  Stemmet  re- 
turned recently  from  a  delightful  visit  with 
their  folks  in  Robertson  and  Hermanns. 
They  visited  with  relatives  also  in  Cape 
Town  and  paid  a  brief  visit  to  Cumorah. 
Sister  Maggie  Putter  is  recovering  her 
health  after  two  weeks  in  the  nursing  home. 
Brother  and  Sister  Norman  G.  Muir,  our 
District  President,  his  wife  and  daughter, 
Lorraine  June,  visited  the  Branch,  Febru- 
ary 24th.  Their  companionship  was  much 
enjoyed.  The  Springs  Branch  Building 
Committee  are  very  active  in  providing 
ways  and  means  to  raise  money  for  a  much 
needed  building  of  their  own.  Already 
results  are  showing.  They  eagerly  invite 
the  readers  of  the  Cumorah  Southern  Mes- 
senger to  lend  a  helping  hand  by  making 
a  generous  contribution. 
Pretoria  Branch. 
Oliver   Cowdery,    President,    25,    Edleweiss 

Lodge,  489,  Schoeman  Street,  Pretoria. 

On  the  12th  of  March,  Brother  Edgar 
Seeman  paid  a  welcome  but  hurried  visit. 
He  had  just  arrived  from  Up  North  and  was 
on  his  way  from  Swartskops.  During  the 
month  we  Avere  pleased  to  have  the  visit 
of  Brother  and  Sister  William  H.  Brummer 
and  their  daughter,  Jeanette.  Their  mes- 
sage of  encouragement  was  welcome  and 
timely. 

Cape  District. 

Daniel    Cherret,    President,    14,    Serpentine 
Road,  Pinelands,  C.P. 

Sunday,  February  24th,  the  District 
Presidency,  Daniel  Cherret,  Leslie  Halse 
and  Peter  Gilmour,  Sisters  Theo  Cherret 
and  Madge  Halse,  President  and  Sister 
Sharp  and  their  family  motored  to  Robert- 
son and  in  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Johan  Stemmet  and  their  daughter  held  a 
very  interesting  cottage  meeting.  It  was 
the  first  meeting  to  be  held  in  their  home 
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for  many  months.  Visiting  in  the  lionie 
Jit  the  time  was  their  son,  J(;han,  h"s  wife 
and  daughtei',  froiri  Springs.  After  a 
pleasant  visit  there  a  iiieeting  was  held  in 
the  home  of  Sister  Magdalene  King.  In 
the  evening  we  returned  to  our  homes  feel- 
ing the  day  had  been  well  spent.  March 
0th  we  visited  Brother  and  Sister  Herbst 
and  family  in  Paarl  and  enjovL'd  a  meeting 
in  their  home. 
Mowb ra y  B ranch . 

AlvinPark,  President. 

February  24th  and  again  March  17lh  two 
very  instructive  ofticers'  and  teachers' 
meetings  were  held.  At  the  latter  meet- 
ing it  was  decided  to  hold  M.I. A.  on  Tues- 
day evening  instead  of  Thursday  as  in  the 
past.  This  change  will  allow  tlu'  mm 
attending  Tech.  to  be  in  attendance. 
March  1st,  8th  and  15th  dancing  parties 
were  held  in  the  recreation  hall  at  Cumorah 
and  all  had  a  fine  time.  Sunday  evening, 
March  17th,  the  Kelief  Society  sisters  con- 
ducted a  very  interesting  service.  They 
presented  the  pageant  "  The  Spirit  (jf 
Relief  Society."  The  meet'ng  was  well 
attended  by  70  members  and  friends.  After 
their  meeting  on  the  19th  they  held  a  brit'F 
social  and  enjoyed  refreshments.  A  birth- 
day cake  with  gold  and  blue  candles  formed 
the  centre  piece  for  the  table.  The  (xleaner 
(lirls  held  a  delightful  comarad'e  service 
Tuesday  evening,  the  lOth,  at  the  Mission 
home.  During  the  month  the  members  of 
the  p'riesthood  have  been  painting  the  small 
chapel  and  a  splendid  iiii|)r()venu'nt  has 
been  made.  An  organ  fund  di'ivr  was 
launched  Sunday,  the  17th,  and  in  the  first 
week  more  than  seventy-five  pounds  were 
received  and  pledged.  Our  aim  is  a  Ham- 
mond electric  organ  soon.  Weekly  choir 
rehearsals  are  being  held  Thursday  evenings 
now  that  M.I. A  has  been  changed  to 
Tuesday.  M.  Men  and  Gleaner  Girls  held 
a  watermelon  feast  at  Mui/.enberg  during 
the  month. 

March  12th.  Brother  and  SistcT  Wendell 
D.  Larsen  and  their  daughter  Julie  arrived 
on  the  sunny  shores  of  South  Africa,  having 
sailed  from  San  Francisco  and  via  Cape 
Horn.  After  four  days  in*  Cape  Town  they 
left  for  Johannesburg  where  they  will  make 
their  home.  We  extend  to  them  a  hearty 
welcome  and  trust  their  stay  here  will  be 
a  pleasant  one. 


Ail  the  members  of  the  Mission  and 
hundreds  of  friends  here  and  in  other  lands 
will  be  much  interested  in  the  announce- 
ment of  the  engagement  of  Brother  Thomas 
Wilson  and  Jane  Dawson.  Their  plans  are 
foi-  marriage  April  lOth  at  Cumorah  in  the 
presence  of  immediate  relatives.  Our  very 
best  wishes  for  their  joy  and  sweet  com- 
panionship. 
Dtnban   Branch. 

Louis    Duncan,    President,    187,    Montpilier 
Street,   Durban. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that  Sister 
Charlotte  Hancock  left  for  an  extended  rest 
and  holiday  in  Cape  Town.  Sister  Moore 
has  been  very  ill  with  heart  trouble. 
Brother  John  Moore  has  retired  from  his 
work  at  the  bank.  Sister  Mimi  Smith  lm§ 
returned  to  Cape  Town  to  make  her  home 
with  her  parents. 

Brother  M.  W.'  Smith,  soji  of  lirother 
and  Sister  C.  .\.  Smith,  has  returned  from 
Italy  with  his  wife.  A  hearty  welcome 
home.  His  brother,  Cornelius  Smith,  was 
married  during  February.  We  extend  our 
very  best  wishes. 
Ecrstc  River. 

Leslie  Halse,  President,   "  Marcourt," 
Main  Road,  Eerste  River. 

District  President  Dan.Cherret  and  his 
wife  attended  the  eveiiing  service  at  Epping 
Garden  Village,  Sujiday,  March  lOth,  and 
was  the  speaker  at  the  meeting. 

Simplicity From  page  38. 

change,  and  someone  else  chn}}ge.<i  to  suit 
Jii.H  convenience  in  his  peculiar  situation, 
and  then  someone  else,  somewhere  else, 
and  so  on,  we  shall  come  to  a  time  when 
our  unity,  not  only  of  observance,  but  of 
faith,  ivill  cease. 

I  plead  with  you.  my  brethren  and 
sisters,  hold  fast  to  the  iron  rod.  You  will 
never  make  a  mistake  by  following  the  in- 
structions and  the  counsel  of  him  who 
stands  at  the  head  as  God's  mouthpiece  on 
earth. 

May  the  Lord  give  us  faith  and  strength, 
may  he  give  us  determination,  may  we  be 
valiant,  may  we  have  courage,  may  we  live 
always  simply,  may  we  worship  God  in  our 
hearts,  not  merely  ceremony :  may  we  be  in 
truth  His  people,  T  humbly  pray  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ.       Amen. 

From  Improvement  Era. 
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Sunday  School  Sacrament  Gem 

and    Concert    Recitations    for 

May,   1946 

SACRAMENT   GEM. 

Ill  im-mory  of  Ukj  broken  flc^sli 
We  uat  tilt!  broken  bread 
And  witness  with  a  cup  afresli 
Our  faith  in  Christ,   our  Head. 

GOSPEL   DOCTRINE. 

But  the  nieelv  shall  inherit  the  earth  ;  and 
shall  delight  theinseh-es  in  the  abundance 
of  peace. 

Psahns  87:11. 

GOSPEL  MESSAGE. 

1   will  take  heed  to  \n\  wavs,   that    I  sin 


not  with  my 
mouth  with  a 
before  me. 


tongue.         I 
bridle,    while 


will    keep    my 
the   wicked   is 

Psalms  39:1. 


SENIORS. 

But  they  that  wait  u})on  the  Lord  shall 
renew  their  strength ;  they  shall  mount  up 
with  wings  as  eagles;  they  shall  run,  and 
not  be  weai-y  ;  and  they  shall  walk,  and  not 
faint. 

Isaiah  40:31. 

JUNIORS. 

The  glory  of  the  Lord  shall  endure  for 
ever;   the  Lord  shall  rejoice   in  his  works. 

Psalms  104:31. 

INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

'^I'his  is  God's  day  that  He  lent  to  me 
That  I  may  use  for  good  or  ill, 
Fresh  and  fair  as  a  day  can  be, 
This  is  God's  day  that  He  lent  to  me. 

PRIMARY. 

There   is   a   little   voice   inside   us: 
It  tells  us  what  to  do. 
It  helps  us  to  be  happy 
All  the  long  day  through. 

KINDERGARTEN 

Make  someone  happy, 
Just  try  it  and  see. 
And  you'll  be  as  happy 
All  liap])y  can  be. 


Branch  Teacher's   Message, 
May,   1946 

"Reverence  For  Our  Father  In  Heaven" 

A  MEMBER  of  the  Church  who  had 
'*  recently  visited  the  sacred  grove  was 
asked  this  question,  "  How  did  you  feel  as 
you    stood    in    the    grove?  "      He    replied, 

I  have  never  felt  nearer  to  heaven  in  my 
life,  it  seemed  as  though  the  Lord  was  very 
near.  I  was  seized  with  the  desire  to 
pray." 

With  the  knowledge  that  God  the  Father 
and  his  son  Jesus  Christ  had  visited  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  there  came  to  this 
brother,  a  feeling  of  deep  respect  for  that 
sacred  ])lace.  This  is  an  example  of  true 
reverence.  His  spirit  was  elevated  to  a 
worshipful     sense     of     duty.  Devotion, 

loyalty,  love,  and  obedience  filled  his  heart. 
Carlyle  said,  "  Re^■erence  is  the  highest  of 
human  feelings. " 

The  duty  of  subjecting  ourselves  to  the 
will  of  God,  and  of  reverence  for  his  holy 
name,  have  been  enjoined  upon  us  from  the 
beginning.  His  chosen  people  in  all  dis- 
pensations have  followed  this  fundamental 
principle  of  devotion. 

Observance     of     the     divine     injunction, 

Thou  shalt  have  no  other  Gods  before 
me  "  emphasizes  the  need  of  loyalty. 

When  Jesus  was  asked  which  was  the 
greatest  commandment  he  said,  "  Thou 
shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy 
heai't,  and  with  all  thy  soul  and  with  all 
thy  mind.  This  is  the  first  and  gi'eat  com- 
mandment." (Matthew  22:37).  Deep  and 
sincere  love  prompts  worship.  True  and 
effective  worship  calls  men  to  duty  and 
requires  obedience  of  them. 

Reverence  is  the  first  step  in  becoming 
submissive  to  the  will  of  God. 

From  Dcserct  Xcics. 
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%lie  last 
iavd£'* 


Change. 

Mike:    "1   lost  u   shilling.        Did   aiivonc   find 
it?" 

Joe:   "No.  but  I  found  a  tickey." 
Mike:    "Well,    OK,    you   give   iiio   the    tickey 
and  you  can  ewe  nie  the  other  nine  pence."' 

Boy's   Life. 
□     G 

Curtain. 

Roly :    "Did    the    school    play    have    a    happy 

d   when    it 


ending?  " 

Poly:    "Sure!      Everybody   was 
was  over." 


Boy's   Life. 


Absent  in  Mind. 

"  Didn't     your      mother      write      a 

Yes,    nia'ni,    but    1    forgot    to   bring 


Teacher 
note.P  " 

Willie : 
it." 

Teacher:    "Well,    young   man,    why   were   you 
away  yesterday.^  " 

Willie:    "I   don't  know, 
note." 

Boy's   Life. 

□      B 


I   didn't    read   the 


Skin  Dope. 

Teacher:      "Bobby,      correct     this     sentence: 
'  Girls  is  naturally  better  looking  than  hoys  '."' 
Bobby:    "Girls   are   artificially   better    looking 
than  boys." 

Boy's   Life. 
o    a 

Squashed. 

Summer  boarder:  "Gracious!  What's  tlie 
reason  for  that  roller  going  over  that  potato 
field?" 

Farmer:  "Raising  them  mashed  this  year, 
ma'am." 

Boy's   Life. 
□    a 

The  Rest  is  Work. 

Son:   "Daddy,   what   is  leisure?" 

Father:  "Leisure,  my  son,  is  the  two 
minutes'  rest  a  man  gets  while  his  wife  finds 
something  for  him  to  do." 

Bov'b   Life. 


Smart  Guy. 

Private:    "Did    you    hear    about    the    moron 
who   always   said   'No'?" 
Sergeant :    "  No." 
Private:   "I've  heard  him    ju.st   now." 

Bov's  Life. 

Q     □ 

Brains. 

Sluggo :   "This  typewriter  isn't  any  good."' 
Nancy:    "What's   the   matter?" 
Sluggo:    "  T.   want  to   write   the   word    'book,' 
!)ut  this   machine  has  only  one   '  o '." 

Boy's  Life. 

□  D 

Another  Hot  One. 

First  Class :  "  Did  vou  hear  the  storv  about 
the  hot  coal?  " 

Second  Class:   "  No,  what  is  it?  " 

First   Class:    "You   wouldn't  grasp   it!" 

Boy's  Life. 

Q     □ 

Sense. 

-V  sen.sil)le  girl  is  not  as  .sensible  as  she  looks 
because  a  sensible  girl  has  more  sense  than  to 
look   sensible : 

Boy's   Life. 

a    a 

Returns 

Doctor:  "I  hate  to  say  this  but  the  check 
you   gave  me  came  back." 

Uncle  Tom:  "That  sure  is  funny.  Doc.  So 
did  my  rheumatism." 

Boy's  Life. 

□  Q 

All  Wet. 

"  What's  his  position?  " 

"  He's  third  assistant  guesser  in  the  weather 
i)ureau." 

Boys   Life. 
Q    S 

So  He  Said. 

Begger :    "  ^uy   a   pencil,   sir?  "' 

Man:  "If  yon  are  blind,  how  do  you  know 
I  am  a.  man  and  not  a  woman? 

Begger:  "Blind?  Oh.  they  must  have  put 
the  wrong  sign  on  me.       I'm  deaf  and  dumb.'' 

Boy's  Life. 
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THE  SOWER'S  CHOICE 


ASOWEIi  went  i'orth  to  sow.  Soinu 
seed  fell  in  fertile  soil,  some  fell  by 
the  wayside,  some  among  thorns  and  some 
in  poor  soil.  That  which  was  sown  in  good 
soil  brought  forth  an  abundant  yield.  That 
sown  among  thorns  was  overcome,  that 
sown  in  dry,  stony  soil  soon  withered  and 
died,  and  that  which  fell  by  the  wayside 
was  devoured  by  birds. 

This   parable   provides   one   of   the   great 
lessons   of   scripture.  In   considering   it, 

however,  we  should  also  remember  that 
other  lesson  of  the  sower  given  by  the  same 
Great  Teacher.  In  this  other  pronounce- 
ment the  Saviour  said  "  As  ye  sow,  so  shall 
ye  also  reap." 

If  the  sower  in  the  parable  had  been' 
careful  in  his  sowing  he  would  have  reaped 
far  more  abundantly  than  he  did.  Had 
he  taken  care,  little  of  his  seed  need  have 
gone  unproductive.  iSTone  need  have  fallen 
by  the  wayside  to  be  consumed  by  birds ; 
none  need  have  fallen  among  thorns. 
Surely  he  must  have  been  a  careless  sower. 
He  could  hardly  have  valued  his  seed 
highly.  Had  he  been  wise,  and  knowing 
that  seed  placed  in  good  soil  brings  forth 
as  much  as  an  hundred  fold,  he  never 
would  have  sown  so  carelessly  and  waste- 
fully.  He  might  have  known  that  as  he 
sowed,  so  also  should  he  reap,  and  that 
casting  seed  to  birds  brings  the  farmer  no 
harvest.  He  might  have  known  that  no 
prudent  farmer  would  sow  seeds  among 
thorns.  Rather  he  would  uproot  the  thorns 
and  burn  them,  and  then  cultivate  the  soil 
where  once  they  grew  to  provide  a  field  in 
which  good  seeds  would  grow  and  produce 
much  fruit. 

The  sower  had  his  choice  in  the  entire 
matters.  He  could  choose  in  the  first 
place  whether  the  seed  and  its  potential 
harvest  Avere  important  to  him.  The 
result  of  that  choice  would  determine 
whether  he  would  take  the  trouble  to  select 
and  prepare  the  soil  wisely,  or  whether  in 
carelessness  he  would  allow  ^a  portion  of 
that  life-giving  seed  to  be  lost.  He  could 
choose  for  himself  therefore,  and  in  ad- 
vance, whether  he  would  reap  abimdantly 
or  sparingly. 


All  men  are  like  the  sower  in  that  we  ail 
have  our  freedom  of  choice  in  life.  We 
call  it  free  agency.  In  giving  us  this 
agency  he  reminds  us  throughout  that  "  as 
we  sow  "  or  use  that  agency,  even  '"  so 
shall  we  reap. " 

If  as  the  sower  we  choose  to  "  sow  our 
seed  "  without  regard  for  the  consequences, 
we  shall  have  to  expect  results  in  keeping 
with  such  a  policy.  But  if  we  choose  to 
observe  the  known  laws  of  conduct  which 
lead  to  success,  we  may  have  every  reason 
to  expect  satisfactory  results. 

This  law  which  says  "  as  ye  sow  so  shall 
ye  also  reap,"  clearly  indicates  two  things 
— that  in  considerable  degree  we  mortals 
may  know  the  end  of  our  lives  from  the 
beginning,  and  that  also  in  large  degree,  we 
can  control  the  processes  of  life  which  may 
bring  us  joy  or  sorrow. 

This  has  been  taught  by  the  Lord  from 
earliest  times.  In  the  Garden  of  Eden, 
Adam  was  allowed  to  chart  his  own  course, 
and  was  told  in  advance  what  he  could  ex- 
pect from  his  choice. 

Moses  set  before  the  children  a  blessing 
and  a  curse — a  blessing  if  they  obeyed  the 
law  of  progress,  a  curse  if  they  opposed  it. 

Joshua  said  "  Choose  ye  this  day  w^hom 
ye  will  serve." 

Jesus  said,  "  Ye  cannot  serve  two 
masters,"  and  "  Where  your  treasure  is 
there  will  your  heart  be  also."  When  he 
faced  Peter  among  his  boats  and  nets,  the 
Lord    asked    Peter    to    make    his    choice : 

Lovest  thou  me  more  than  these?  " 

We  are  all  well  acquainted  with  life  and 
what  it  has  to  offer.  We  may  freely  choose 
how  we  shall  live  and  we  may  know  in  ad- 
vance much  of  what  each  way  will  bring  to 
us. 

What  is  it  we  wish  to  get  out  of  life?  If 
it  is  true  joy  and  happiness,  then  let  us 
wisely  select  the  seed  from  which  to  reap 
such  a  harvest  and  with  equal  wisdom  let 
us  carefully  sow,  not  where  there  is  little 
likelihood  of  growth,  but  in  the  richest  of 
fields — the  Kingdom  of  God — where  our 
seed  will  indeed  bring  forth  an  hundred 
fold. 
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